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Chapter 1 

 

“The mind that perceives the limitation is the limitation” - 

Buddha 

 

 

Since the beginning of time, human beings have had limitations. 

No matter how hard we flap our arms, we’ll never take flight like a 

bird does. We’ll never live to see a man shoot laser out his eyes or 

shoot webs from his wrists, except on television. 

It’s a sad truth of life, human beings are limited creatures. Our 

biology limits us. The amount of time we have on Earth is limited. 

And this contributes the most to what we consider possible or 

impossible.  

However, somewhere along the way, between the discovery of 

fire, the assassination of Jesus and the invention of Instagram; 

we transcended our limitations. We created planes that could fly. 

We flew close to the sun without having our wings burnt off. And 

then we learnt the sun wasn’t even in the sky. It’s engulfed in 

nothingness, and we called this the solar system. 

We went from believing the earth was flat, to round and now a 

sphere. We went from believing the heavens were in the sky, to 

discovering other planets in the sky. We flew through the sky and 

discovered a new world on the other side of it. 

The feats that humans have achieved are extraordinary. 

Especially when we consider the fact that we evolved from apes. 
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And apes are still doing the same monkey shit they did thousands 

of years ago.  

Whereas, we’re travelling to the moon, sending drones to take 

pictures of Saturn, and building enormous structures to shop in on 

weekends. We’ve sent apes to the moon. And surprisingly, none of 

this was new; except sending apes to the moon.  

Anthropologists believe humans and apes share a common 

ancestor, which led to the evolution of both species. I don’t know 

how two people in the same family could grow so far apart from 

each other. But apparently, we did. We went on to build intelligent 

life form in the form of robots, whereas our half-brother still 

finds the smell of his ass a source of entertainment.  

No one understands why humans developed the way they did. All 

we know is how it happened. Human beings have been civilized for 

longer than we know. The pyramids might be older than we think, 

and our knowledge of other planets is even older.  

One could argue that, what humans are doing on earth today was 

considered impossible not too long ago.  

Thus, nothing is impossible.  

The concept of impossibility is based on a limited field of 

perception. And since perception can be widened, what’s 

impossible can be changed. 
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Chapter 2 

 

“If you don’t know history then you don’t know anything. You 

are a leaf that doesn’t know it’s part of a tree.” – Michael 

Crichton 

 

 

According to Zen Buddhism, time has a nature. It operates in a 

cycle. However, along the way, people realized that this cycle 

flows in a direction. The past creates the present and the present 

creates the future, not the other way around.  

Through technology, people learned how to use the flow of time in 

their favour. We learned how to time travel, how to visit the past. 

But we couldn’t change it.  

Instead, we could visit the past to learn more about the present 

and the future. Since time is a cycle, everything repeats itself. 

Civilizations are born, then they die and new ones rise from those 

ashes.   

We’ve been civilized for thousands of years. Everything people 

consider “civilized” today, was done thousands of years ago. Using 

tools to eat? We’ve been doing that for a long time. Most ancient 

civilizations leave behind cutlery. Today’s society isn’t that 

special. We’re barely breaking new grounds. Everything’s been 

done before. 

What about space?  

How humans travel space nowadays is out of this world. It’s 

something that’s never been done before, right?  
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That’s not quite true. People today, struggle to explain how 

ancient civilizations gathered so much accurate information about 

the solar system. They were no space rockets back then, or was 

there… 

Ancient civilizations knew about the orbit of planets, they 

tracked the orbits of comets and stars. The telescopes we use 

today weren’t invented yet.  

As much as human beings have developed to reach the apex known 

as today. We’ve been civilized for a long time. We’ve been doing 

what’s considered “impossible” for as long as history can tell. Hell, 

we started history.       
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Chapter 3 

 

“Look on my Works, ye Mighty, and despair! Nothing beside 

remains.” – Percy Shelley 

 

  

Despite all the things people have done through history. All the 

structures we’ve built. All the knowledge we’ve accumulated. All 

the animals we’ve killed. All the human sacrifices we’ve made. The 

satanic rituals we’ve performed. We haven’t transcended one 

limitation, death. Every human that has ever lived, has died. And 

every human that’s attempted to live forever, has failed.    

If it wasn’t for death, it could be argued that, we wouldn’t be this 

advanced as a specie. Most of human development occurred as a 

tool to transcend death. Pharaohs built pyramids that would live 

longer than they did. They built temples that withstood the test 

of time. They ensured that, after they died, people remembered 

them and how great they were. 

We spend a limited time on Earth. We’ve been trying to extend 

the length of our lives, from eating vegetables to other people. 

We still meet the same end. From the dust, we rise and the dust 

we return.  

We’re faced with the challenge of what to do with the time we 

have on Earth. We spend most of our lives trying to figure that 

out.  

Since we’re aware that our time is limited. That we’re bound to 

death. We’re able to determine whether something is meaningful 
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or not. Death is the metric system. The presence of death 

exposes the meaning of the activities we spend our time on.  

People spend their time building a legacy. But we’re not all aware 

of this. We build things that will live on after we’re dead. We try 

to transcend death. Not physically, but through the lives of 

others. 

That’s what Steve Jobs did. That’s what Terrence McKenna did. 

Terrence has been dead for at least a decade now. Yet his words 

live on. Through the internet. He’s become a ghost through digital 

technology. His body is dead, but his mind lives on, through his 

ideas. All you need is Youtube and you can hear Terrence speak 

again. 

Being aware of death and time has propelled us to great heights. 

Heights many considered impossible. Death provides insight into 

the relationship people have with time.  

Through death, we became aware of time. Through time, we 

discovered the future. Once we learned about the future, we 

started negotiating with it. We learned that if we did something 

today, we changed tomorrow.  

We could spend a few years building temples. Those temples 

would live on for thousands of years. People would speak about 

them thousands of years later. Everyone dies, but only a few still 

exist. Only those who are brave enough to negotiate with death, 

can ensure they still exist. 

When we discovered death, we learned to look through the eyes 

of others. The universe didn’t spin around us. People died, and 

everyone left behind carried on. Immortality became impossible. 

And the quest for it a noble one. Since literal immortality was 

impossible, we started thinking figuratively.  
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Immortality could be achieved by figuratively living through the 

lives of others. A person could leave a mark. That mark would live 

on longer than they did.  

Thus, people became obsessed with change, improving or 

dismantling what the previous generation did.  

That left a mark. A figurative representation of the creator. The 

minute we discovered time, the impossible became possible. 

 


